
Reaction Paper: Issues and Changes in Contemporary Literature 

 

As I read the given views on the issues and challenges in contemporary literature, I could 

understand why they are considered problems. If we look at them through a traditional lens, they 

do appear as serious concerns. However, I also realized that I hold a slightly different perspective 

regarding these changes. 

 

Before discussing these issues, it is important to first define literature. In traditional terms, 

literature is often understood as written text—something that exists on paper using ink. The word 

“literature” itself comes from the Latin littera, which means “letters.” Because of this, many 

people associate literature strictly with printed materials. However, since we are dealing with 

contemporary literature, we must also consider its broader definition. Contemporary literature 

refers to literary works produced from 1945, after World War II, up to the present time. Since we 

are now in the digital age, it is no longer appropriate to confine literature to pen-and-paper form 

alone. 

 

The true essence of literature does not lie in the medium but in the story it tells and the human 

experience it represents. Whether a text is handwritten, printed, or digitally published, it remains 

literature as long as it conveys meaning through language. Therefore, digital texts should not be 

seen as a threat, but rather as an extension of literary expression. 

 

Most of the issues presented can be understood as challenges only when viewed from a 

traditional perspective. Human beings continuously evolve, and along with these changes come 

developments in tools and technology. As readers and writers change, literature must also adapt. 

It cannot remain fixed in traditional forms when the people who create and consume it are also 

transforming. 

 

Among the listed issues, one that stands out is the concern about intellectual property. In the 

digital age, it has become easier to copy and share content, making it more difficult to protect 

original ideas. However, in forms such as independent fiction and fan fiction, this issue can be 

viewed differently. Many fan fiction writers do not simply copy original works; instead, they 

expand existing worlds and create new interpretations. With concepts such as fair use, these 

works can be seen as creative engagement rather than mere imitation. 

 

Another issue involves globalization and the idea that literature is no longer bound to a single 

language or nation. I do not see this as a negative development. Globalization allows people to 

explore multiple cultures, but this does not mean that cultural identity is lost. Writers can still 

represent their own culture while also engaging with others. In fact, this diversity enriches 

literature and makes it more inclusive. 



 

There are also concerns about the academic field of literature, particularly the idea that studying 

literature is becoming less valued in society. This may be due to the current focus on practical 

and market-driven careers. However, those who continue to write and study literature often do so 

out of passion and commitment. Despite societal challenges, literature persists because it reflects 

human experiences that cannot be replaced by purely technical fields. 

 

The dominance of popular genres such as fantasy, romance, and young adult fiction is also seen 

as an issue, especially when compared to literature that addresses global concerns. However, this 

can be approached as an opportunity rather than a limitation. Important social and global issues 

can be integrated into these popular genres, making them more accessible to a wider audience. In 

this way, literature remains both relevant and engaging. 

 

Another significant change in contemporary literature is the blurring of boundaries between 

genres. While this is sometimes viewed as a problem, I see it as a natural development. Human 

experiences are complex and cannot always be confined to a single genre. A single story may 

contain elements of romance, conflict, fantasy, and realism all at once. Therefore, the blending of 

genres reflects the complexity of real life. 

 

In conclusion, while the issues presented highlight real challenges in contemporary literature, 

they should not be viewed solely as problems. Instead, they represent the transformation of 

literature in response to societal, technological, and cultural changes. Contemporary literature 

continues to evolve, and rather than resisting these changes, we should understand and embrace 

them as part of its growth. 


